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Notes:
( )	We	note	that	these	are	two	alternative	readings	of	“things	going	well	for	the	agent”,	which	will	sometimes	come
into	conflict.	An	agent	pursing	their	chosen	goals	will	in	some	cases	undermine	their	well-being,	for	example
someone	may	compromise	their	own	well-being	in	caring	for	others	or	in	pursuit	of	a	career.
( )	Another	hypothesis	worth	considering	is	that	the	person	who	is	mentally	disordered	behaves	in	a	way	that	does
not	promote	her	chances	of	survival	and	reproduction.	This	is	an	interesting	hypothesis	to	explore,	but	we	will	not
discuss	it	here.
( )	For	an	example	of	this	principle	expressed	in	English	case	law:	“What	matters	is	that	the	doctors	should
consider	whether	at	that	time	he	had	a	capacity	which	was	commensurate	with	the	gravity	of	the	decision	which	he
purported	to	make.	The	more	serious	the	decision,	the	greater	the	capacity	required”	(Lord	Donaldson	in	Re	T
(Adult:	Refusal	of	Treatment)	[1993]	Fam	95	at	[28]).
( )	For	a	discussion	of	potential	justifications	for	this	kind	of	requirement	see	Craigie	(2013).
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